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Congress of the United States
Washington, DC 20510


	Body Text:  
Dear Vice President Pence:
 
We write to urge you to immediately increase the amount of personal protective equipment (PPE) and COVID-19 testing materials being made available to Michigan. 
 
Michigan now has 2,295 confirmed cases of COVID-19, the 6th most of any state. Today alone Michigan’s Department of Health and Human Services confirmed 507 new cases. Tragically, as of the writing of this letter, 43 of our constituents have lost their lives to the virus. Our state has taken decisive action to limit the spread of the virus, and many of our companies are stepping up to meet the nationwide need for life-saving ventilators, masks, and other equipment. Our front-line health care providers are doing their part to provide care in the face of the crisis, and our constituents are helping in every way they can.
 
Michigan has received two allocations of PPE from the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS). These shipments are well short of the requests and we believe inadequate given the circumstances. On March 19th, Michigan requested 200,000 swabs from the SNS that to date have not been received. Your assistance and engagement are urgently needed to assist the State of Michigan and its health care providers in order to address this challenge.
 
Confusion has arisen as both states and the federal government attempt to rapidly secure PPE and testing supplies. In the midst of this challenge, the federal government must ensure it communicates a clear chain of command to the states and utilize a data-driven prioritization process to address states’ needs.
 
We urge you to immediately approve Michigan’s pending requests for PPE and testing materials to the extent feasible and continue to work with us and the State of Michigan to meet the ongoing supply challenges we face. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senator Gary C. Peters
Member of Congress Fred Upton 
Member of Congress Bill Huizenga
Member of Congress Justin Amash
Member of Congress Tim Walberg
Member of Congress Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress Brenda Lawrence
Member of Congress John Moolenaar
Member of Congress Jack Bergman
Member of Congress Paul Mitchell 
Member of Congress RashidaTlaib
Member of Congress Elissa Slotkin 
Member of Congress Hayley Stevens
Member of Congress Andy Levin
 


